W. B. HUMAN RIGHTS

o, NOTE SHEET
; Eile-No-183/WBHRGC/SME 17—

Date: 06..11..2017
Discussed

Suo Motu cognizance was taken by the Commission on

the basis of a report published in Eaisamay dated 26t May,
2017 under the caption ‘Y% I QOB *(d W ‘jﬁ"f‘ The

Commission had the matter probed into by its Investigation
Wing and thereafter a report from the Commissioner of Police
was called for which has since been received. The material part
of the report dated 27.07.17 reads as follows:

“There is no question of any gender discrimination as
regards supplying of protective gears. At time, the lady police
personnel themselves do not feel comfortable wearing the
Customary gears and they are given the choice of not sporting
them. Some, however, do wear the gears as and when required.”

The matter has been considered in the Full Bench of the
Commission. Considering that the lady Police Officer including
the Constables are themselves unwilling to use the protective
gears provided to them. There is no question of human rights

violation. The matter is thus disposed of.

Ld. Registrar, WBHRC is directed to upload the order in

the website. z
i

(Justice Girish Chan Gupta)
Chairperson
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As desired by the Hon’ble Commission studied the news item published in the
‘Eisomoy” newspaper dt. 26.05.17 captioned “Suraksha Barma Charai Pothe Mohila Police™.
The column explains that during the “Lalbazar March by BIP on 25.05.17" the police
arrangements deployed at Bentick St. Crossing were found with chest guards, dhals, helmets,
lathis and other precautionary arrangement except the lady police on duty.

The lady police were performing their duties without chest guards and dhals unlike
male police personnel which could have been fatal during pelting of stones and bricks by the
agitated mob and hooligans. It was also reported that during the process of controlling the
mob, scuffle takes place between police and protesters and there is every chance of
molestation on the lady police. One of the lady police (name not disclosed) expressed her
concern over this, as reported.

Retired police officers and the respected Chairperson, Women Commission also gave
their views on the similar note.

To shun these unwanted incidents and ensure safety, security and modesty of lady
police personnel- Chest Guards, Helmets, Dhals, Lathis should be made mandatory in use for
the lady police on duty all over the State in case of law and order duties.

W.B. Human Rights Commission
Purta Bhaban, Salt Lake. Kol-91
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